Events are temporal ''figures", which can be defined as identifiable segments in time, bounded by beginnings and endings. But the functions and importance of these two boundaries differ. We argue that beginnings loom larger than endings by attracting more attention, being judged as more important and interesting, warranting more explanation, and having more causal power. This difference follows from a lay notion that additions (the introduction of something new) imply more change and demand more effort than do subtractions (returning to a previous state of affairs). This ''beginning advantage" is demonstrated in eight studies of people's representations of epochs and events on a historical timeline as well as in cyclical change in the annual seasons. People think it is more important to know when wars and reigns started than when they ended, and are more interested in reading about beginnings than endings of historical movements. Transitional events (such as elections and passages from one season to the next) claim more interest and grow in importance when framed as beginnings of what follows than as conclusions of what came before. As beginnings are often identified in retrospect, the beginning advantage may distort and exaggerate their actual historical importance.
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1. Introduction
The segmentation of time
Time, in the eyes of a human perceiver, is not continuous and seamless. Prehistoric time is divided into geological periods, historical time into ages, eras, or dynasties, calendars chop it up in months, weeks, and days, and tragedies unfold on the stage in acts and scenes. Most people, looking back upon their pasts, find it natural to describe their life stories as a sequence of distinct lifetime periods (Conway & Pleydell-Pearce, 2000) , or chapters (Thomsen, Pillemer, & Ivcevic, 2011) . Within each chapter, they remember distinguishable episodes, often referred to as events. The changes between lifetime periods can themselves be described as transitional events (Brown, 2016) . Recently, Rubin and Umanath (2015) have suggested a theory of event memory as an alternative to episodic memory for the recall of mentally constructed single scenes. In cognitive psychology, a field of event perception has emerged, particularly concerned with segmentation and identification of action episodes of relatively brief durations (from seconds to minutes) that are perceived or witnessed directly rather than being read or talked about (see Radvansky & Zacks, 2014, for an overview) .
In the present article, we use events more broadly as a general label for all identifiable segments of time, from historical epochs to more specific happenings nested within the larger ones. Some of these segments are, or appear to be, objectively defined, like a journey that starts when the travelers leave home, and ends when they arrive at their point of destination. Others are more clearly the result of human observers' attempts to make sense and impose a structure upon a temporal sequence, as for instance with historical categories such as the Age of enlightenment (Withers, 2007) 
